
















PARENT LETTER
Dear Parents,
We are happy to let you know that we will begin a program called Connected: Catholic Social Teaching for This Generation with our students. This addresses important issues that are at the forefront of our culture today. We know that topics like environmental awareness, life issues (including abortion and euthanasia), racial justice, poverty, and the nature of the family are coming up often for our youth. Whether through social media, school curriculum, or in everyday conversation, there are strong messages from a variety of sources that are forming the minds and hearts of teens. We find that many of them care deeply about some of the topics above and have much to say about them. Addressing these topics can be intimidating, but we are convinced that our Catholic Faith gives us a strong foundation and a constructive way forward. As the title of the program suggests, these issues are connected, and they are connected to the practice of our Faith in the world.
Our hope is to provide a strong foundation for our youth that is rooted in Jesus Christ, his Gospel, and the teaching of our Catholic Faith. When it comes to any of these topics, the Gospel provides us with a lens that transcends politics and the ideology of our day. Our Catholic Faith informs our consciences and challenges the often divisive either/or mentality that we so often see when controversial topics come up. Catholic social teaching, rooted in Scripture and Sacred Tradition, brings our Faith to the front lines of cultural discussions and can help us to go deeper and farther than angry comments.
We are sending this letter because our goal is also to empower you as a parent. We want to invite you to let this be an opportunity for deepening conversations, relationships, and understanding in your family. We invite you to watch the videos, read through the lessons, and walk alongside your teen through this course. (NOTE: Online access, should you set this up, makes it possible for parents to engage the course along with their son or daughter. If you are only using hard copy resources, you might not include this line.) We will be sharing a short guide with you that provides three follow-up questions for each session that can be used at home. Research tells us not only that the practice of the Faith in the family is a high indicator of young people continuing in their Catholic Faith, but that ongoing conversations with parents about Faith and life are the highest indicator! Let’s stay connected as we share the common goal of abundant life for our youth.
Sincerely,
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Visit ascensionpress.com for more details.





